UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON DOCTORAL PROGRAMME IN EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
Supervisor Dissertation Proposal Feedback Form - Qualitative 

Name of trainee: 

Title of the proposed study: 

Name of primary supervisor: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Supervisor: Please answer the following questions by ticking the appropriate box. If you would like to specify any issue further or give additional comments please use the field for free verbal feedback at the bottom of this form. If you have ticked ‘No’ for any item, then please provide feedback about the nature of the problem.

	I. Feedback on sections of the dissertation proposal

	
	
	
	

	1. Background (topic or problem area)
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	1.1. Is the project addressing an important area?
	
	
	
	

	1.2. Does it fit into the existing literature?
	
	
	
	

	1.3. Is the project original?
	
	
	
	

	1.4. Does the project contribute to our knowledge of the area?
	
	
	
	

	2. Research question(s)
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	2.1. Are research question(s) clearly formulated?
	
	
	
	

	2.2. Are research question(s) appropriately limited in number?
	
	
	
	

	2.3. Do they follow on logically from the broad aim and purpose of the study?
	
	
	
	

	2.4 Are research question(s) suitable for qualitative methods?
	
	
	
	

	3. Objectives
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	3.1. Are objectives clearly specified?? 
	
	
	
	

	3.2. Are the objectives limited in number?
	
	
	
	

	3.3. Do the objectives follow logically from the research question(s)?
	
	
	
	

	3.4. Are the objectives suitable for qualitative methods?
	
	
	
	

	4. Design
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	4.1. Is the design appropriate to address the research question(s) and objective(s)?
	
	
	
	

	4.2 Is there an appropriate epistemological framework (e.g. critical realism, social constructionism)
	
	
	
	

	4.3 Is there an appropriate methodological framework (e.g. grounded theory, phenomenology)
	
	
	
	

	5. Participants
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	5.1. Is it clear who they are and are they the right target population?
	
	
	
	

	5.2. Is an appropriate sampling strategy planned? (e.g. purposive, snowball, convenience)
	
	
	
	

	5.3. Is the likely sample size estimated and appropriately justified?
	
	
	
	

	5.4. Is the recruitment feasible in the given time frame?
	
	
	
	

	5.5. Are there appropriate inclusion and exclusion criteria?
	
	
	
	

	5.6 Is the relationship between the researcher and the participants adequately considered? (e.g. power, status)
	
	
	
	

	5.7 Are there plans to collect data to adequately describe the participants (e.g. demographics)
	
	
	
	

	6. Data Collection
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	6.1. Are data collection method(s) appropriate to the research question/objectives?
	
	
	
	

	6.2. Are the data collection tool(s) appropriate? (e.g. interview topic guide, participant observation guide use open questions etc.)
	
	
	
	

	6.3. Are data capture approaches appropriate? (e.g. audio-recording, video-recording)
	
	
	
	

	6.4. Are contextual aspects of data collection attended to? (e.g. through making field notes) 
	
	
	
	

	6.5. Is the location of data collection appropriate? (e.g. home, school, clinic, telephone)
	
	
	
	

	6.6. Are the data collection tool(s) acceptable to the participants?
	
	
	
	

	6.7 Are the data collection method(s) likely to yield sufficiently rich data to address the research question/objectives?
	
	
	
	

	6.8 Are any plans for transcription of data appropriate?
	
	
	
	

	7. Procedure
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	7.1. Is the procedure of recruitment clear and specific?
	
	
	
	

	7.2. Is there sufficient time for obtaining equipment?
	
	
	
	

	7.3. If appropriate: is the piloting of the procedure clear?
	
	
	
	

	7.4. Is the duration of involvement appropriate and acceptable for each participant?
	
	
	
	

	7.5 Is the overall duration of the study realistic?
	
	
	
	

	8. Data analysis
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	8.1. Are the plans for analysis consistent with the design, research question(s) and objective(s)?
	
	
	
	

	8.2. Is there a clear indication of how the data will be analysed?
	
	
	
	

	8.3 Are appropriate techniques planned to enhance the credibility of the analysis? (e.g. coding manual, obtaining feedback on coding, analytic diary, member checks, reflexivity)
	
	
	
	

	8.4 Is the mode of analysis described (manual / software eg. NVivo)
	
	
	
	

	8.5 Depending on the guiding framework, is an appropriately iterative process of data collection and analysis planned?
	
	
	
	

	9. Implications 
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	9.1. Does the outcome of the study contribute to the existing body of knowledge?
	
	
	
	

	9.2. Does the outcome have clinical/educational implications?
	
	
	
	

	9.3. Are the potential clinical/educational implications reasonable?
	
	
	
	

	10. Cost estimation
	Yes
	No
	Partially
	Not enough information given

	10.1. Is the cost estimation justified and appropriate
	
	
	
	

	II. Please add any comments or additional feedback below if you wish. Please use reference (i.e. “under 3.3. it is necessary to….”). Attach additional sheet if required.
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