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A guide for structuring academic critiques
Academic critiques should consider all three elements.

Element 1:

inderpinning theory/frameworks
To what extent s the intervention theorylresearch
informed?

Choose intervention

Element 2:

pact and effectiveness

Is there research or related research to suggest
that the intervention is (o might be) effective?

Doe TR TRt Element 3; implications Conduct il systematic
author(s) identify clearly What are the implications for education literature search of studies into
theory/frameworks/models. professionals considering adopting, the intervention’s effectiveness
‘on which the intervention | | no implementing or advising on the intervention? (including grey literature).
is based?
YES Is there a body of research into
) O the intervention's effectiveness?
Outiine this theory and VS
critcally evaluate the Y
R For sxample,an nlervention | Are there ofher inferventions. Evaluate this research (further
s valid ot rove sy o | based on the same underpinning | YES | search refinement with inclusion/
Tesearch, butoiver theory/frameworks identifiedin | |  exclusion ciiteria might be
interventons based on the | element 1, for which there s of necessary - identify search
same princplos might have a1 | body of effectiveness research? process clearly with PRISMA
Identify possibly relevant ovidence base. chart), including the use of a
theory and critically NO * quality assessment framework.
evaluate the degree to
which the intervention is. Forexamole, poor wppor. [ Dioes the intervention fitwithina | .
consistent with its orovpworste broader approach, into which
applcation. there exists a body of
effectiveness research?

NO+

Identify that you have taken these steps and

expand element 1 to include a critical

consideration (as far as is possible) of
whether the intervention might be effective.





