
 
 

Revision Strategy and Examination Techniques 

 

A.1 Revision strategy 

 

Revision should be an on-going process which starts very early in your programme.  The amount of 

knowledge to be accumulated and the variety of skills and techniques to be developed are large and they 

are best assimilated gradually and consolidated as you go along.  Regular revision is really a part of the 

learning process but, of necessity, becomes more concentrated as the examination approaches.  “Re-vision” 

means looking again at things you have already seen – it is not about learning for the first time. 

 

A.1.1 Final revision programme 

 

At the start of your final revision schedule (during the Christmas Vacation for Semester 1 exams, and 

during the Easter Vacation and at the end of the taught element of the programme for Semester 2 exams) 

you must get organised, and the best way to do this is to devise a revision timetable.  Plan your time 

carefully, give yourself definite objectives for each session, revise actively, test yourself regularly, make 

notes, and practise problem solving.  Use revision sessions to study topics you have worked on before, as 

revision is simply the process of reminding you of topics and techniques previously understood.  You will 

appreciate how well-organised notes will help you during your revision.  Write out important definitions, 

proofs, formulae and equations, checking them against your notes.  Re-work previously solved problems 

without looking at your previous solution, then attempt questions that you have not looked at before.  

Make special revision notes for quick reference on cards to keep in your pocket and charts to hang on the 

wall of your study room.  Practise your examination technique. 

 

A.1.2 Examination practice 

 

You should be familiar with the modules and syllabuses you will be examined in at the end of Semesters 1 

and 2.  Analyse recent examination papers.  Work out how long you have for each question and become 

familiar with the style of questions. 

 

During your ordinary study periods you will no doubt have attempted many questions but will have 

seldom given yourself strict time restrictions.  In examinations the timing of your answers to questions is 

vitally important.  Practice answering examination questions in mock examination conditions, allowing 

yourself only the normal available examination time and the equipment you are permitted to take into the 

examination room.  To obtain 'mock examination' practice save one or two complete examination papers 

so that you can use them as final test papers 'against the clock'. 

 

Examination nerves are common and understandable but will be lessened if you have followed a sensible 

course of study and revision.  You may not do yourself justice if you have a poor examination technique.  

The hints on the next page should help you to tackle the examination with greater confidence. 

 

A.2 Examination techniques 

 

A.2.1 Before the day 

 

Before the actual day of your examination, make sure you know: 

 

 the date, day, time and venue of each paper for your course; 

 how to get to the examination venue if it is not well known to you; 

 your candidate number; 

 the telephone number of the Student Office. 

 

Prepare any equipment you will need for your particular examination: 

 

 pens which are comfortable to use; 

 sharp pencils, a pencil sharpener and rubber; 

 drawing instruments such as a ruler, compasses, protractor, set squares; 

 University approved calculator (if allowed) and spare batteries (check that you know how to replace 

them quickly); 

 an accurate watch or small clock. 
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A.2.2 On the Day 

 

Before the examination: 

Check that you have all the equipment you will need before setting off for your examination with plenty of 

time to spare.  If you are delayed, contact the Student Office (have the telephone number with you) to 

explain what has happened.  Arrive at the examination room early; a late start to an examination cannot be 

a good start and you will not be permitted to enter the examination room later than 30 minutes after its 

scheduled start time. 

 

Just before the start: 

Listen carefully to the invigilator.  There may be some changes or special instructions which you were not 

expecting or some errors in the paper.  Fill in any details, such as your candidate number, when the 

invigilator instructs you to do so. 

 

Reading the instructions 

When the invigilator says that you may begin, read the instructions on your examination paper very 

carefully.  Make sure that it is the correct examination paper and, in particular, note: 

 

 the number of sections and questions you have to do; 

 how much time you have to do them in; 

 which questions (if any) are compulsory; 

 what choice of questions (if any) you have; 

 how to present your answers. 

 

Planning your time 

Quickly calculate the length of time you should spend on each question.  You will have practised doing 

this for past papers but make sure that you use the instructions on your actual examination paper, rather 

than making any assumptions.  Try to allow about 10 minutes at the end for checking your paper. 

 

Choosing the questions 

Read through the whole examination paper carefully, checking that you have read each page.  If you have a 

choice of questions: 

 

 cross out the ones you can't do; 

 tick those you can definitely do; 

 choose the correct number to do; 

 mark the order in which you are going to attempt them, attempting your best question(s) first. 

 

Answering the question 

Before you attempt to answer a question, read it all again carefully, jotting down points such as formulae 

and information relating to that question.  These hints should help you when writing an answer. 

 

 Plan before you write – the stress of working under time constraints in the exam room can make all 

your good study intentions disappear.  However, this is when it is more important than ever.  Take a 

few minutes to think and plan. 

 Think about what the question is actually asking. What are you expected to include in your answer?  

What material will be relevant?  

o Underline the key words in the question; identify the main topic and discussion areas; choose 

a few points/arguments about which you can write; make a mini plan which puts them in order 

before you start writing.  You can cross it through afterwards. 

 Make sure that your writing is legible. 

 Present your answer in a neat, logical and concise way. 

 Show all your working; marks are often given for methodology as well as your answers. 

o You should be able to refer by name to the main theorists/researchers in your topic, giving the 

year of their major works.  You do not need to give page numbers of lengthy quotes, except in 

an open book exam.  You do not need a reference list. 

 Do not do things you are not asked for. 

 If relevant, state any principles, results or formulae used and indicate your reasons for using them. 

 Check any formulae you use with the formula sheet, if provided. 

 Always do a rough estimate of any calculation to check that your answer is sensible. 

 When using a calculator, make sure that each calculation is shown clearly in your answer and give your 

final answer to the required degree of accuracy. 

 If you get 'stuck', re-read the question carefully to check that you have not missed any important 

information or hints given in the question itself. 

 When you have completed your answer, re-read the question to check that you have answered all parts. 

 

Examination discipline 

It is important that you try to keep to the times you have allocated to answering a question or section and 

that you answer the correct number of questions.  If you answer less than the number of questions 

required, you are limiting the number of marks available to you. 
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At the end 

Before handing in your examination script check that: 

 

 any 'front sheet' is completed according to the instructions; 

 every loose page is clearly marked with your candidate number, etc.; 

 every answer is numbered correctly; 

 pages are numbered clearly and in order.  

 

 


